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BILLS OF SAMUEL McINTIRE TO THE SANDERSONS FOR CARVING AND CUTTING FURNITURE. 


From the Sanderson Manuscripts in possession of the Essex Institute. 


Samuel McIntire, Carver 


and 


The Sandersons, Early Salem Cabinet Makers 


By Mabel M. Swan 





Salem, Massachusetts 
The Essex Institute 
1934 





INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The information regarding the work of Samuel 
McIntire, in the following pages, was discovered by Mrs. 
Swan among the Sanderson, Derby, and other manu- 
scripts in the Library of the Essex Institute. It estab- 
lishes quite conclusively the fact that while the Salem 
carver was not a cabinet-maker, he did carving for various 
Salem furniture makers, as the bills herewith reproduced 
in the article show. For this reason it is proper to 
attribute the work of carving and the designs to McIntire, 
although the actual making of the furniture was done 
by others. Mrs. Swan has done a service to lovers of 
antiques and to dealers everywhere in clearing up this 
moot question. The contention has been that because 
designs known to be McIntire’s have appeared on furni- 
ture, the piece must have been made by him. Now, we 
have the proof. 


Lepr. 
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ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON, EARLY 
SALEM CABINETMAKERS 


A Satem ErqautrerntraH Century FurRNITURE 
Trust ComMPpANy 





By Masri M. Swan 


Research is far from being a dull, uninteresting search 
for dry facts of the long ago. It can afford glimpses of 
the past as full of adventure and romance as anyone 
could desire. Logs of sailing vessels, diaries of old sea 
captains, and even ledgers, account books, bills, and in- 
voices are packed with real adventure, if one but takes 
time to translate them. 

If you doubt this, read the following story which I 
have woven from the facts found in manuscript volumes 
labelled “Elijah Sanderson,” in the Essex Institute,— 
an account of the surprising ventures of a cooperative 
cabinetmaking enterprise instituted in Salem by three 
cabinetmakers, Elijah and Jacob Sanderson and Josiah 
Austin. 

It is a long story, and in order to understand the 
nature of this furniture trust company, I shall begin at 
the beginning rather than relate first what is perhaps the 
most important contribution of the Sanderson records, 
namely, Samuel McIntire’s work as a furniture carver for 
these cabinetmakers. 

Elijah and Jacob Sanderson were Salem’s most promi- 
nent cabinetmakers. In 1779, in partnership with Josiah 
Austin, they instituted a codperative business venture in 
which cabinetmakers, carvers, gilders, turners, upholster- 
ers and many other craftsmen contributed their respective 
parts in the making of furniture for exportation to the 
southern states, the East and West Indies, the Madeiras, 


(1) 
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South America, and Africa,—wherever a cargo could be 
disposed of to the best advantage. 

There had been merchant venturers in Salem long be- 
fore this, traders who dealt in other goods than furni- 
ture, and it was doubtless the wealth acquired by these 
men, as well as the promise of adventure, which influ- 
enced the two Sanderson brothers to come to Salem from 
Watertown, where they had served their apprenticeships. 
Here, at first with Josiah Austin under the name of the 
E. & J. Sanderson Company, and later with other part- 
ners, they sent out twice a year cargoes of furniture which 
amounted to thousands of dollars. Elijah was born in 
Watertown, October 10, 1751, the son of Jonathan and 
Mary Sanderson. Jacob was born six years later. He 
married Katherine Harrington of Watertown in 1781, 
and, generally known as ‘“‘Deacon”’ Sanderson, was a much 
respected selectman of Salem in 1795. He died in 1810. 

In 1781 Elijah married Mary Mulliken of Lexington, 
the sister of Samuel Mulliken, clockmaker. Elijah must 
have been a very conspicuous figure in Lexington, after 
' the story of his connection with Paul Revere’s ride had 
become generally known. Fifty years later, the Salem 
Gazette of February 18, 1825, printed the story with the 
notice of Elijah’s death: 

Died in this town Deacon Elijah Sanderson aged 73. A 
worthy and honest man and a useful member of society. He 
was at the Battle of Lexington; on the evening of the 18th 
of April, 1775, he saw a party of nine British officers pass 
up through Lexington where he then resided. It being 
unusual to observe British officers pass into the country at 
evening his attention was attracted. In the evening he and 
one or two of his ‘neighbors followed to ascertain what were 
their intentions; when they had followed as far as Lincoln, 
the officers who had so posted themselves as to command the 
road, made prisoners of Mr. Sanderson and his companions 
and led them aside into the fields and detained them there 
until about 2 o’clock in the morning, when the officers in 
the road made prisoner of Colonel Paul Revere who had 
escaped from Boston after the British troops had embarked 
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and was rushing into the country to sound the alarm. 
Colonel Revere informed them that their movements were 
detected and the country alarmed notwithstanding their pre- 
cautions. They then ordered their prisoners to mount and 
returned toward Lexington. When they arrived near the 
Meeting House they heard the Alarm Bell ringing; the 
British officers then ordered their prisoners to dismount, cut 
their saddle girths and bridles to prevent them reaching 
their countrymen. ‘The British officers then started off at 
full speed, and soon met the British troops marching on to 
Concord. When they came up to the Meeting House at 
Lexington they rushed on huzzaing, and fired. The militia 
soon dispersed. 


But in spite of this association with Paul Revere, and 
the extent of the exportation ventures of the Sanderson 
Company, if it had not been for a series of lawsuits which 
brought the company to a rather inglorious end, it is 
doubtful if the Sanderson manuscript volume of bills and 
papers would ever have been preserved to reveal the co- 
Operative nature of Salem furniture making, to disclose 
many new names of Salem cabinetmakers and carvers, 
and to establish the connection of Samuel McIntire and 
his son with these cabinetmakers. 

The earliest bill of the work of this company recorded 
in the volume is dated Salem, May 5, 1779: 


Deacon Jacob Sanderson Dr to one half this bill 


to Cash paid Wm Fiske ELE): O 
to Cash paid Wm Fiske 07,0 
to 6 screw rings ; Oi 2.210 
to Cash paid Wm Fiske 031830 
to trucking some furniture 055.770 
to Cash paid Wm Fiske Miya Gis 
paid Josiah Austin for pine timber 

2 pounds of Spanish brown O2t30 


William Fiske was a cabinetmaker who also had served 
an apprenticeship in Watertown, but at the time of this 
bill was working for the Sandersons, After 1800, he is 
found in Roxbury, where he joined the colony of crafts- 
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men who centered around the Willard clockmakers. There, 
in addition to making furniture, he made clockcases for 
the Willards. 

Josiah Austin, the partner of the Sandersons, was also 
a cabinetmaker, and an excellent one, too, if one can 
judge from the price of a desk and bookcase which he 
made for Elias Hasket Derby in 1782: | 


Salem 8th May 1782 
Received of Elias Hasket Derby Esq 
Twenty four pounds sixteen shillings in full for one 
mehogany swelld Desk and Low Bookcase. 
Josiah Austin 


Apparently the three partners were undaunted by super- 
stition, for on December 13, 1788, the schooner Ruth lay 
alongside Derby Wharf with a varied cargo stowed se- 
curely away awaiting what proved to be a rough passage 
“to the southward.” The invoice listed: 


Sundry Cases and parcells of Household Furniture ten 
Casks Earthenware — fourteen thousand of Bricks and a 
number of Window Frames and Sashes Shipt by Josiah 
Austin and Elijah and Jacob Sanderson on board the 
Schooner Ruth John Peters Master bound to South 
Carolina and any of the other Southern States one half on 
Account and Risk of said Josiah Austin and the other half 
on Account and Risk of the said Elijah and Jacob Sanderson 
and goes Consigned to the said Elijah Saunderson for Sale 
and Returns 


4 Clocks with mehogany Cases @ £20 £80: 0:0 
1 Mehogany Desk & book case 24:0:0 
1 do Desk 122020 
1 do Bureau su EO) a) 
2 Black Walnut Desks & Book Cases 30:0:0 
4 do do dO BQ 2h0 22:0:0 
4 do do 4ft tables @ 60/ 24:0:0 
2 Burch rf @ 36/ sae 0 
1 Mehogany Clawfoot Bedstead Compleat 7: 10:0 
Liao plain 6:0:0 
6 Burch 34 ft tables 9.507 :0 
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4 Burch side tables 
2 do card tables 
3 do _ breakfast tables 
4 oak plain bedsteads 
3 Black Walnut Swelld Desks 
2 Burch Desks 
4 Maple Desks 
240 Squares 7 by 9 window sashes 
276 Squares 10 by 14 do 
1 Easy Chair 
Window Frames 
cask Earthen Ware 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
M brick 
8 Burch Chairs 
Back Gam.mon Board & men 
Swelld mehogany desks 
plain do do 
do cherrytree 
Swelld mehogany bureau 
mehogany 4ft tables 
Burch Card tables 
Swelld Mahogany Card tables 
Swelld Mahogany Desk & Bookcase 
do do do 
Mahogany bedsteads compleat 
132 Squares 9 by 12 window sashes 
432 do 7 by 9 do 
2 Mahogany card tables 
1” window frames 
1 easy chair 
12 Burch chairs @ 12/ 
6 Black chairs 4/6 
3 Burch breakfast tables 
36 common chairs 3/6 
1 Mahogany lightstand 
1 Mahogany stand table 
5 M bricks 
1 Cask earthenware 
1 do do 
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1 Cask earthenware 2:4:8 

Lilo do Died eigd 

ALG eel URCLO ie NE Lie ie 
£6070 Od 


Salem Dec 13 1788 
Errors excepted 
Josiah Austin 
Elijah Sanderson 
Jacob Sanderson 
Mr Elijah Sanderson you having the consignment of the 
foregoing articles contained in this invoice our Orders are 
that you dispose of them to the best advantage you can for 
our interest & purpose Ceeder & Mahogany or such other 
goods as you may find best to answer this market & the most 
for our interest 
Josiah Austin 
Elijah Sanderson 
Jacob Sanderson 
The foregoing Invoice we acknowledge to be a true 
Invoice of Goods shipt on board the Schooner Ruth John 
Peters Master & Elijah Sanderson Supercargo Dec 13 1788 
John Peters 
Elijah Sanderson 


The schooner Ruth proceeded to Charleston, South 
Carolina, where five weeks later she disposed of the follow- 
ing articles of furniture at auction, and brought back, in 
addition to many pounds sterling, 53 logs of cedar, as her 
supercargo had been ordered. ‘The following list of the 
names of the purchasers of this furniture early in Janu- 
ary, 1789, should help in identifying some of this Salem 
made furniture: 


Sales at auction 


Jan 
1%89 20 Purchasers for Mr Sanderson 
Chas Lessesne 1 walnut Desk £2:6:0 
Abn Newton 1 do Bureau 2:10:0 
Martin & Wrighton 2 do tables 30/3:0:0 
Mrs Duvees 2 small do 9/0:18:0 
John Blair 1 desk Liye Ze 
Simpson 6 chairs i 2710" Ome) 


Middleton 1 bedstead 0:9:0 
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Middleton 
Solo Smith 
Mr Annister 


do 
John Hopkins 
George F. Newman 
Mr Annister 


do 
Thomas Ball 
Gregson 
Hume & Peacock 


Dawson 


Hume 

Thomas Harris 
Wm White 
Thomas Moore 


Montague Simon 
Moncreif 


Gen Sumpter 
Mr Hume 
Wm Cooke 
John Miller 
John Martin 
Wm Bailey 
John Martin 
John Martin 
Sam’! House 


Jon’n Belcher 
Edward Garvin 
Morton Brailsford 


Sam’] House 
Manwle 
Hume 

Hume 


1 
6 
1 
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Bureau Las 
CHATS Winey (nls 
Desk & Book- 
case tae 
bedstead 2: 
Mahogany desk 7: 
Desk is 
Mahogany 
Bureau 4; 
Bedstead of 
Table mith 
Bedstead 3: 
Blk Walnut 
Desks 9: 
Bk Walnut 
Bureau 2: 
Mahogany do 3: 
Bedstead 0: 
chairs @ 2/7 0: 


common chairs 

3 / 
do 2/11 

Bk Walnut 
Desk 

mahog 

do 

table 

Beauro 

Desk 

Do 

table 

table 

mahogany 
stand 

Bedstead 

table 

Desk & Book- 
case V2: 
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windows (hs 

easy chair le 
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The procedure which the furniture trust company fol- 
lowed in obtaining a cargo of furniture varied. When 
furniture of their own production was insufficient, they 
purchased from other cabinetmakers. Often they shipped 
furniture of other cabinetmakers on commission and on 
the account and at the risk of the company. Then, too, 
there were friendly connections and family ties which 
had to be taken into account. Elijah’s wife was the sister 
of Samuel Mulliken (1761-1842) the clockmaker, which 
may have accounted for the two clocks which John Mulli- 
ken, his brother, entrusted to the care of the company in 
1799, and also for the letter Levi Hutchins, another clock- 
maker, wrote Jacob in 1807: 


Jacob Sanderson I would thank you to ship the tim 
Pease I this day Leve with you with those 3 that I sold to 
you and in general to conduct with it for me as you do by 
your owne and you will oblige yours 
Salem January 4 1807 

Levi Hutchins 


One of the most interesting invoices lists a cargo of 
fifty cases of mahogany furniture valued at more than 
five thousand dollars, which was supplied by ten promi- 
nent Salem cabinetmakers: 


Invoice of Fifty Cases Mehogany Furniture shipped by 
Elijah Sanderson on board Brig Wellcome Return Jere- 
miah Briggs Master Bound to the Coast of Brazil on his 
own account and risk consigned to the said Master for Sales 
and Return also 3 Cases Bamboo chairs on Deck viz 41 
chairs. 


On the back of this invoice, which was dated 1803, were 
the names of the following cabinetmakers, with the value 
of their respective contributions of furniture: 


Elijah Sanderson $1387: 

Jacob Sanderson 975.75 
Deacon Adams L187) 

Frans Pulcifer 450.70 
William Appleton 420.50 
Richard Austin 378.75 
Josiah Austin Qalco 
Nathaniel Appleton 226.50 
William Hoock 137.08 


Will Luther 217.50 


Settiiityty} 





SECREIAR SING TEE sMUSEUMs ORME SESSHGINSTIiUiE, 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE APPLETONS ABOUT 1807, 
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But even though these cabinetmakers were all promi- 
nent men whose furniture was known to be of a fine type, 
the pieces made by Elijah were the best, and he not only 
branded with his initials all of the pieces which he made 
for exportation, but he wrote on the back of this invoice 
special orders to Jeremiah Briggs, the supercargo of the 
brig, as well as master: 


It often happens that furniture shipt by different people 
on board the same vessel is invoiced at different prices some 
higher and some lower of the same kind and quality and 
sometimes there is a difference in the goodness of the work 
and stock and when the whole is sold together at a particu- 
lar rate for the invoice and all the different invoices sold 
together, it is a disadvantage to those whose furniture put at 
a lower rate is of a quality to have it sold together—there- 
fore I wish you to sell mine by itself—not to mix it in a 
bargain with others and let me have the benefit of the sale 
of my own—you will find that my furniture is all marked 
with a brand E § on the back of each piece besides the mark 
on the case. 


The pieces marked E § on this invoice included a set 
of three dining tables, four feet by twelve, valued at $75, 
twelve cooling ‘‘Bedits” at $7.50, two ladies’ secretaries 
and bookcases valued at $85 each, circular washstands, 
circular bureaux, straight-front bureaux with turned and 
reeded legs, bedsteads, cornices, and eight-day clocks. 

Deacon Adams, whose furniture was valued at $1,187, 
was the well-known Nehemiah Adams, who was born in 
1769 in Ipswich and died in 1840 in Salem. At one 
time he had a shop at Newbury and Williams street until 
he was burned out in 1798. In 1804 Adams was a mem- 
ber of the firm of Williams (a chairmaker) and Ives (a 
cabinetmaker ), and his shop was located on Brown Street. 
Adams seems always to have had a varnish man located 
in or over his shop, and Bentley calls attention in his 
diary to the fact that Adams’s shop was burned four times, 
and affirms that one fire at least was caused by boiling 
varnish. 

Francis Pulcifer was born about 1771, and died in 
1823 in Salem. He was in partnership with Samuel 
Frothingham on Church Street until they removed to 
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Court Street in 1795. The partnership was dissolved in 
December, 1795, when Pulcifer continued the cabinet- 
making business alone. 

William Appleton was born in 1765 and died in 1822 
in Salem. His shop was a few doors west of the Sun 
Tavern in 1794, and in July of that year he advertised 
for “two journeymen at the Cabinet Making Business to 
whom the highest wages will be given.” | 

The following bill of wood purchased from William 
Appleton by E. & J. Sanderson shows the use of inlay by 
both the Sandersons and William Appleton: 


August the 29 
1799 Messrs E & J Sanderson Dr. to William Appleton 





To 157 ft Black Ebony @ 4 cents per C $6.28 
1 stick of white holly 1.50 
7.78 


Rec’d Payment 
Wm Appleton 


The following is an invoice of furniture sent out by 
William Appleton in January, 1805, with the Sander- 
son Co.: 


Invoice of 21 Packages of Mahogany Furniture 


one pair Card Tables @ $14. $28. 
one do do @ 14 28 
one do do @ 14 28 
one Ladies Secritary Tamboor 30 
Two cases cont’?g 1 Ladies Secritary 36 
with glass doors. 
one sideboard with secritary 5 
one secritary bookcase 60. 
T'wo cases cont?g 1 Ladies Secritary 38. 
with glass doors 
Two do do 38 
one sideboard 50 
one sideboard 50 
1 pair Card Tables @ 14 28 
Two sophas @ 50 100 
Five large packing boxes @ 8 15 
Fourteen small do 28 
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Richard Austin, who was born in 1774, and died in 
1826, was a chairmaker. 

Nathaniel Appleton was a partner in the cabinetmaking 
firm of Appleton and Ives at Derby and Hardy Streets, 
in 1806. 

Wiliam Hook was born in 1777 and died in Roxbury 
in 1867. After serving his apprenticeship under John 
Swett, he came to Salem in 1796, and worked for Edmund 
Johnson for two years. Then, after working for Jacob 
Sanderson for a year, he set up in business for himself 
at Essex and Court Streets. 

When Elijah did not go out as supercargo the responsi- 
bility for the sale of the furniture rested often upon the 
captain and, as the following letter shows, there were 
other difficulties than those of navigation- which he 
encountered : 


Richmond April 11th 1803 
Deacon Sanderson & Co 
Capt Sanderson 
Dear Sir as I have not Recev’d any letter from you as I 
expected I have taken a freight for Yourop & shall send 
your money home & every man’s money that comes under 
the same head as Yourn. the goods are not sold as yet Part 
of them are sold I have tried them twice at vendue but 
sold Very Little and what is sold is Very Lo I don’t know 
jest the price but not so much as I wish But they will be 
Sold this week I expect as I shall try all in my Power to 
git them Sold. the Reason they don’t sell quick their is 
Ben a Vessel here from New York with firniture & sold it 
very lo, but I shall do the best I can for your Enterest there 
is no way of selling goods here but by Vendue & I shall make 
a great loss for times is Very dull at present here. I don’t 
see any way but to send the Money by Post as there is no 
one here bound that way Trusting these may find you in as 
Good Health as they leave me your most obedient & humble 
Servt 
Klias Grant 


The following invoice of thirty-eight cases of mahogany 
furniture, valued at over $2,000 and sent out by Jacob 
Sanderson in 1806, carried explicit instructions to the 
Captain: 


12 ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON 


Invoice of 88 Cases of mahogany furniture ship’t on 
board the Schooner Prince by Jacob Sanderson on his own 
account and risk bound to the Madeiras and West Indies 
and back to Salem, George Taylor Master and Consin’d to 
said Master for Sales and returns as hereafter mentioned. 
Marked and numbered as in the margin viz— | 
I S 123456 Six Cases containing six ladies secretaries $243. 

789& 10 four do do four sweld buros 150. 
11,12,138 Three dodo two gentleman’s desks & 
bookcases 

No 14 to 2% were also gentleman’s desks and 

bookcases nine in all @ $90 each 810 
28 & 29 Two cases containing on large and 





Eligant secretary & bookcase 100 

30 & 381 Two cases containing four card tables 90 

32- one do do one Hligant Sideboard 100 

33 &34 two do do two do do 180 
35,36,37 38 Four do do four gentleman’s desks 

without bookcases 132 

Twelve bidits and Pans @ 8 96 

four candle stands ovel @ 9 36 

Two wash hand stands @ 12 24 

Six portable desks @ $12 $72 

$2213 


Capt Taylor Sir — you having the Consinement of the above 
invoice you will sell the same for the most they will fetch 
and conduct with the proceeds as you are directed in the 
Order given for this Voyage — it is agreed that the above 
Invoice is equal to one hundred and seven Barrels in bulk 
for which you may deduct Two Dollars pr Barrel for the 
freight ought to the medarias— one Dollar will be alowd Pr 
Barrel or that porposhion from the madeiras to the West 
Indies— the freight from the West Indies home as Cus- 
tomary — your Commitions also as Customary on such a 
voyage 

with Respect 

your friend 
Jacob Sanderson 

Salem June 20 1806 


Jacob Sanderson’s shop was on Federal Street, as was 
also the ‘Sanderson Cabinet Wares,” and in addition to 
the journeymen workmen whom the Sandersons employed 





CHEST OF DRAWERS AND DRESSING MIRROR MADE BY WILLIAM HOOK 
IN 1818. 


From the George R. Curwen Collection in the Essex Institute. 
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they had numerous apprentices. Labor troubles could be 
as annoying then, before the day of labor unions, as they 
are today, and, in 1798, Elijah brought suit against a Mr. 
Radson for inducing one of his apprentices to leave: 


Mr Elijah Sanderson to S. Putnam Dr 
1798 
Dec 3 For writ and advising with you in your suit against 
B. Radson 


Special declaration for enticing away apprentice $5, 


This suit may have suggested to the Sandersons the 
wisdom of providing free educational advantages to their 
apprentices as an added inducement to holding them. In 
1803 Jacob received the following bill: 


Dr Capt Jacob Sanderson to Dan Parker 
To instructing four Apprentices six weeks at .25 per 
week each $6. 
Salem March 16th 1803 
Received payment 
Daniel Parker 


Five years later, Jacob was still providing them with 
educational opportunities: 


Dea? Jacob Sanderson to A. Flanders Dr 
1808 
March 19th For his apprentices tuition at my evening 
school from Feb 1st to March 11th at four 
dollars per quarter $3.54 
Rec’d Pay’nt | 
Asa Flanders 


The following item at the end of a bill, dated 1803, 
and rendered by Thomas Hodgkins, who worked for Jacob, 
shows Jacob’s provision for his apprentices during his 
absence from his shop: 


to my time and services in Ceping your tools 

and superintending your apprentices and Busi- 

ness in your absents from the Shop as Pr Power 
given me up to this date $21. 


In October, 1794, Daniel Clarke, who had previously 
worked in Boston, came to Salem to work for the Sander- 
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sons, and, if one can judge from the bills of his work, 
he must have been a very valuable journeyman, for he not 
only did cabinet work for them but he was a carver and 
turner as well, and further, drafted and cut his own pat- 
terns. He was born in 1768, and died in Salem in 1830. 
He married Mary Sanderson, and named two of his seven 
children after Jacob Sanderson. 
The first bill of his work for the Sandersons follows: 


1794 Messrs EH & J Sanderson Dr __ to Daniel Clarke 
Oct 7 To repairing a work bentch 3/6 LQ VSS 
15th Turning a stand pillar 1/6 O21 
29th Making two Pembroke tables 19 /each Lele ae 
Nov 9 ‘Turning 2 sets mehogany Bedstead Pillars 


@ 4 each O26 200) 
12th Turning 2 handles for Mr Prescott 0:1:4 
1%th Making a circular front Bureau Fin’ing 
thro’out , 2 sa 
Dec 3 Making ditto finished & decorated 2:17:0 
8 Decorating 15 Card Tables @ 2/each — 1: 1020 
1%th Making a Clock Case with assistance Le 
1795 
Jan 13 Making 2 Clock Cases repairing the Block 
and turning the Mouldings 4:15:0 
Feb 4 Making 2 Clock Cases and turning the 
Mouldings for the same 4:15:0 
5th Mending a broken Clock Case Hand OiorkeG 
8th Making a Spring Clock Case 0:15:0 
11th Making ditto 15 / altering a Clock Case Hand 0:17: 6 
18th Turning a stand pillar 1/6 Osi 
March 18th Making a Sideboard Bee 
April 18th Making ditto 5:2:0 
May 8th Finishing an easy chair Oc 30 
10th Making a set of Ht back Chairs Sila e 
12th Turning a set of Urns for a field Bedstead 0:3:6 
June 7th Making a set of Ht back chairs with 4 
Parterres in each 4:4:0 
July 2d To cutting the patterns for and making 
4 chairs 2:10:6 
22d Making a set of open back’d chairs 3:12:0 
25th Turning Pillars etc for a tambour table 0:3:8 
Aug 4th Turning a set of bedstead pillars 0:4:0 
6th Turning 2 sets of Desk Pillars 0: baa 


ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON lS 


23d Turning an old set of Field Bedstead Pil- | 
lars & 
Turning a set of Urns for a Field Bedstead 
Turning a stand pillar 
Sep r 2d Making a set of Ht open back Chairs 
drafting carving and cutting the Paterns 4:16: 0 


o_o > 
ht CO © 
Co Od Od 


£52:19:4 


Credited to Daniel Clarke on this same ‘bill were the 
following items: 


1794 

Dec 1%th By 15 pairs of Shoes @ 4/8 per pair £3: 10:0 
Mapel Stuff for a Bedstead 0:2:4 

1795 


Jan 13th Pine Stuff for a small Clost about 20 ft 0:3: 4 
Ditto for 2 school bentches about 8ft each 
By taking a letter from the Post Office 
and change taken 
Feb 11th Mr Jenks Bill for a sofia 
Mr Chandlers Bill for making 
Cash rec 
March 5 Mr Jenks bill for findings 
Mr Chandlers bill for making 
Cash 60/ 
April 28 Mr Jenks bill broadcloth &c 
Mr Chandlers bill for making 
July 15 By a Holdfast 
2% Sundrys at Mr Northeys 
Sep 11 By 48 weeks Board to this day 


But in 1795 Daniel Clarke was not the only craftsman 
who was drafting patterns, cutting patterns, and carving 
chairs. Samuel McIntire was doing similar work for the 
Sandersons, although his bills show no record of his 
making the chairs as Daniel Clarke’s did. Among the 
Sanderson papers J found four bills of furniture carving 
done by Samuel McIntire and his son Samuel Field. 
These are particularly valuable, not only in specifying 
the work but in adding much to our scanty documentary 
proof of McIntire’s work as a furniture carver. Until 
now only three bills of furniture carving by Samuel Mc- 
Intire have been known. ‘These three were: 


MOodeoewworwnowvd oe 
© 
So 


eo 
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Madam Elizabeth Derby to Sam’l McIntire Dr 
to Carving Bass Mouldings & Brackets for a Case 
Drawers 3 


Made by Mr Lemon @ 39/ SLL 
to Carving Frieze Roses &c for the top 1:4:0 
£3:3:0 


Salem 22 Oct 1796 


Received payment 
Sam’! McIntire 


1797 Mr KE. H. Derby to Samuel McIntire Dr 
Nov 14 to Carving 2 Bed pillars @ 4 dollars 

& 2 do @ 10/ £1: 14:0 
1798 
Feb 17 ‘To carving 8 chairs @ 10/6 each £4:4:0 


The first bill of carving done by Samuel McIntire for 
the Sandersons is as follows: 


Messrs E & J Sanderson to Samuel McIntire Dr 
1795 
May 11th to cutting 6 chair backs @ 5/8 ,s0ors 
July ist to cutting 6 chairs @ do sOmas 
1%th to Carving 6 chairs @ 4/2 each 1:5:0 
Aug 15th to carving 2 Roses @ 2/6 each 0:5:0 
Sep 1st to making pattern for a Banister Ose 
eee 
Cr by 20 feet Birch & 6 Cypress 3:8 
Sloe 


Salem 25th Sept 1795 


Received payment 
Samuel McIntire 


A comparison of this bill with that of Daniel Clarke, 
which covers the same period, discloses very similar work. 
On May 10, Clarke listed the making of a set of Hepple- 
white chairs at £3:12:0. On May 11, McIntire cut 6 
chair backs at £0:5:8. July 1st, McIntire cut 6 chairs at 
£0:5:8; on July 2d, Clarke cut the patterns and made 
4 chairs for £2:10:6. On July 17th, McIntire carved 6 
chairs for £1:5:0. On September 2d, Clarke drafted and 
cut the patterns, carved and made a set of Heppelwhite 
chairs for £4:16:0. 























BILLS OF SAMUEL McINTIRE TO THE SANDERSONS FOR CARVING AND CUTTING. 


From the Sanderson Manuscripts in possession of the Essex Institute. 
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The second McIntire bill of carving done for the San- 
dersons is dated 1799, and is much less important: 


E & J Sanderson to Samuel Mc Intire Dr 
July 3rd 
to 6 Pr Roses @ 5 Dolls $5. 
Salem 4th Oct 1799 
Received payment 
Samuel McIntire 


In the meantime, Daniel Clarke had become established 
in his own shop, and advertised in the Salem Gazette in 
August of 1796: 


Daniel Clarke 
Respectfully acquaints his friends and the Public that he 
has taken a Shop in Essex Street for carrying on the Cabinet 
Business in its several branches. He indulges the hope from 
his attentive experience in Boston etc etc that his exertions 
will meet their Commands. 


In March, 1799, he sent out a shipment of his own 
furniture with the Sandersons: 


Daniel Clarke’s Adventure with E & J Sanderson 


Received of Mr Daniel Clarke on Board the Snow Fanny 
George Taylor. Master bound to the havana one Mahogany 
desk.. Four Lolling Chairs.. Two round and one Square 
Card Tables & Two Light Stands included in our Invoice 
of this date — which we Promis to pay to said Clarke or order 
the Neat Amount of Sales of the above Peases of Furniture 
at the havana or Elswhair they may be sold on the safe 
arivel of the Property or Proceeds in the united states of 
America and Poart of Discharge in sd States — The intrest 
of the above obligation is the Risk of the Property to be on 
the Shipper untill it arives as above But the use of the 
same for the subscribers home for the freight out - E & J 
Sanderson 


On February 11, 1800, Daniel Clarke again advertised, 
this time announcing that he “respectfully acquaints his 
friends and the public that he has removed to his new 
shop in Chestnut Street near Summer and Norman Street 
where he continues the Cabinet Business in its several 
branches and hopes for the opportunity to manifest his 
gratitude for past favors by strict attention to the future.” 
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On June 24, 1803, he advertised: 
Wanted 


An Apprentice to the Cabinet Making Business; a steady 
active lad from 13 to 15 years of age. 


The next bills of carving by both Daniel Clarke and 
Samuel McIntire again cover the same period, 1802 and 
1803. The McIntire bill is receipted by Samuel Field — 
McIntire, and doubtless represents the work of the younger 
McIntire, as this was the time when the senior McIntire 
was particularly busy designing the exterior and interior 
of many Salem houses: 


Deacon Jacob Sanderson to Sam’l McIntire Dr 
1802 
July 81 to carving Sofa and working top rail £1:7:0 
Aug 19 to Carving pr Bed Pillars Oreo 
AO CLD ORLDO pr Bed Pillars @ 21/ Tet 
Do Do @ 13/6 0:13:6 
Do Do @ 10/6 0:1 026 
Nov 8 Do Do @ 21/ nS OR 
1803 
‘Feb 3 = Carving Sofa and working top rail Levee) 
May 13 Cutting 9 ft mehogany Beads @ 8d per ft 0: 6:0 
£6 96 
$23: 25:0 


Received in full pay for my Father 
Sam’! F’. McIntire 


Whether these sofas were destined for exportation or 
for some customer of the Deacon in Salem, I have been 
unable so far to determine. An invoice dated April 19, 
1805, of the cargo of the ship Hxeter, bound to the East 
Indies, listed among its nineteen cases of mahogany furni- 
ture “six Sophias” valued at $100 each, with a following 
item, ‘‘a box with the Sophia coverings.” These sofas 
must have been carved and unusually “elegant,” if one 
ean judge from the price, for on a bill of furniture made 
by Nehemiah Adams, dated July, 1810, when Caleb Bur- 
bank had become a member of this furniture exporting 
company, the following item appears, “2 Soffies carved 
$64.” A note at the foot of the Adams bill called atten- 
tion to the fact that these two carved sofas with a secre- 
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tary and bookcase were not cased and were “left at home 
del’d to Mr. Stockes.” This was doubtless F. Stokes, an 
English carver, to whom Jacob Sanderson owed money at 
the time of Jacob’s death in 1810. 
Daniel Clarke’s bill for 1802 and 1803 is for carving, 
turning, and reeding: 
Deacon Jacob Sanderson to Daniel Clarke Dr 





1802 
Feb 20 ‘To carving 2 Sets Chairs @ 2 $4.0 
April 23 To turning a large Urne 0.30 
May 12 ‘To turning 1 pr Bed Pillars 1.50 
16 To turning set Urns for Field Bed 0.47 
23 To turning ditto 0.47 
June 15 ‘To turning set Field Bed Pillars 1.75 
To turning urns for do AY 
July 28 To carving set Chairs @ 3 3. 
Aug 8 To turning Stand Pillar 0.25 
20 To turning Ditto 0.25 
Sep 38 ‘To carving set Chairs @ 3 3.0 
Oct 10 To reeding 1 pr Bed Pillars 1.25 
1803 
Jan 10 ‘To 4 thousand Pine Board 8.0 
$24.71 


Salem Jan’y 20th 1803 
Rece’d Pay 
Dan’! Clarke 


The next bill of Samuel McIntire is dated four years 
later, and lists carving, reeding, and fluting: 


Mr Jacob Sanderson to Sam’l McIntire Dr 

1807 
Aug 11 to Reeding & Carving 4 legs for Worktable $3.0.0 
27th to Carving & fluting 18 Chairs @ 6/ each 18.0.0 


Sept 29 to Carving 1 pr Arms 4/6 0.75. 
Octr 21 to Carving 12 leaves for window Cornace 
@ 1/6 3.0. 
to Composition to amount of 5/10 97. 
Novr 6th to Carving Bellows top 24 / 4.0. 
$29.72.0 


Salem 6th May 1808 
Received Payment 
Sam’l Mc Intire 
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Samuel McIntire had apparently not yet become ac- 
customed to itemizing his bills in dollars and cents, as 
he continues the three places usually accorded to pounds, 
shillings and pence. The last item on this bill is particu- 
larly interesting, “‘to carving bellows top,’ as in the 
February, 1933, number of Antiques a bellows top, which 
was illustrated, was ornamented with some very excellent 
carving of the typical McIntire basket. An editorial note 
called attention to the fact that the carving was sufficiently 
good to be that of the elder McIntire. Samuel Field Mc- 
Intire advertised in 1815, four years after his father’s 
death, the carving of furniture and bellows tops. A year 
later Samuel D. Howe also advertised a Salem Bellows 
Manufactory: 


Samuel D. Howe informs his friends and the public that 
he continues the manufacture of Bellows of all kinds viz, 
Carved and ornamented — Plain and turned — Painting of 
any kind the purchaser may fancy. Old bellows repaired. 
New bellows exchanged for old. 


One of the most valuable contributions of these San- 
derson papers and bills is the surprising revelation of 
the codperative nature of the making of Salem furniture. 
In fact, there appears to have been a spirit similar to 
that in Roxbury, where so many craftsmen gathered in 
order to obtain work from the Willard clockmakers. From 
the following bill to Capt. John Derby, one would natu- 
rally surmise that the fire-screen had been made by Jacob 
Sanderson, cabinetmaker, until one reads the actual bills 
sent to Jacob: 


Capt John Derby to Jacob Sanderson Dr 
1802 : 
Dec 27 to Fire Screen with a leaf to sett candlestick on $8. 
1803 ; 
Jan 11 to Pembroke Table Veneered 14, 
Rec’d Payment 
Jacob Sanderson 


Thomas Hodgkins, who superintended the Sanderson 
workshop in Jacob’s absence, included these same items 
in his bill of work done for Jacob on December 23 and 24: 





FIRE-SCREEN, MADE BY THOMAS HODGKINS 
FOR JACOB SANDERSON, AND OWNED 
BYOTHE ESSEX INSTIMUMTE: 


This is one of the two known examples of this type 
in this country. 


nl 7) -* 
- 
) 
‘ 
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Mr Jacob Sanderson to Thomas Hodgkins Dr 
1802 
Dec 23 to making Pembroke Table Veneered $4. 
24 to do one fire Screene with a flap 2. 


The bill for the varnishing and polishing of this table 
was sent by Robert Cowan directly to Capt. John Derby: 


1803 
Jan 9 ‘To varnishing & polishing a pembroke Table 
made by Sanderson $d. 


A comparison of these charges is enlightening. San- 
derson charged Derby $14 for the table. Hodgkins 
charged Sanderson $4 for making it, and Capt. John 
Derby paid for the varnishing and polishing $5, leaving 
Sanderson a difference of $10 to cover materials and 











profit. 
The remainder of the Hodgkins bill follows: 
1803 
Jan 28 to Two Gentleman’s Secretary $22. 
29 to mending an old sideboard 2. 
Feb % to making 2 sash cornard Cardtables 8. 
do 18 to 1 do Gentleman’s riting desk 4.50 
CON Me OT so LOKe CLO do do do 9. 
March 9 to 1 do do do do 4.50 
do 2” to 1 do dressing glass frame and stand 2.75 
do 28th to do 2 Sash cornard Card tables 8. 
to making saw frame and fixing do A 
$67.75 
deduct one gentlemian’s desk 4.50 
63.25 
Cr by Cash at Sundra times 25. 
$38.25 


Whether Thomas Hodgkins’ position as superintendent 
of the apprentices prevented him from attending night 
school with them, the spelling in the bills which he pre- 
sented Jacob testify to his needing ample instruction. 
The following bill of his work in 1808 and 1809 contains 
the names of several persons for whom the work was 
intended : 
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Salem July 29 1808 


Mr Jacob Sanderson to Thomas Hodgkins ia 
July 29 to putting a band to set of dinning 
tables $1. 
Aug 13 to making one pare of card tables 
with reeded legs 10. 
22 to making one sideboard with reeded 
legs 18.50 
23 to making one stool for fire 1.50 
24 to making one pine coffin 2. 
Sept 7% to making tow wash stands 6. 
10 to reading six sideboard leags 2 
13 to making one sett of dinning tables 15. 
Oct 10 to making one corner night table 4, 
11 to reperring one Commode 75 
13 to making one Common bested into 
prest bested 05 
19 to making two Chare stools and 
tow foot stools 3.66 
22 to making one beanch 3. 
to reperring owld furinture 1.25 
21 to making one set of stairs 6. 
23 to making one box for Mrs. Allen 75 
ol to making one gentleman desk and 
bookcase 16. 
Nov. 6 to making one box for Dean V5 
8 to making one teable for prince U5 
10 to making one beunch 3. 
12 to making one pine coffin 2. 
1% to making one Candle stand 1.50 
24 work for prince 33 
28 to making one gentleman’s desk and 
bookcase 16: 
Dec 4 to making one pine card table 
Jon. prince 2.00 
tow round pieces of mehoguny 5) 
14 to making one side bourd with 
reed leages 18.50 
18 to making one four foot table 3. 
20 to making one field bested 4.50 
Jan 3 to making one pare cf Card tables 
read leages 10. 
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to making six trevling desks 12 
172.24 
Cr by coffin for Mr Clark and box for Dean 7. 


$165.24 
to my Serveses in Wheating Saws and 
Superintending Shop & so forth to this date 14. 


$179.24 
Salem January 4 1809 
Received payment in full to this date 
Thomas Hodgkins 


In 1799, the same year that William Hook worked for 
the Sandersons, Henry Stuart was a journeyman work- 
man in the Sanderson shop, apparently an adept workman 
at making tables: 


1799 Messrs E & J Sanderson to Henry Stuart Dr 


th 2 to one pare of tambord tables $20.0.0 
April 
th 10 to one pare tambord tables 40.0.0 
May 
th 5 to one pare tambord tables 20.0.0 
June 
th 13 to one pare Sash Conard tables 8.0.0 
th 23 to one pare Sash Conard tables 8.0.0 
th 25 to one dining table top 1.50.0 
July 
th 1 to one Sash Conard table 4.0.0 
th 15 to one pare Sash Conard tables 8.0.0 
23 to one pare Sash Conard tables 7.67.0 
26 to one dining table 3.0.0 
Aug 
th 1 to one pare Sash Conard tables 7.67.0 
th 8 to one pare Sash Conard tables 8.0.0 
th 15 to one pare Sash Conard tables 8.0.0 
th 21 to one pare pembrock tables 6.64.0 
th 26 to one pare tambord tables 20.0.0 
th 30 to one pare Sash Conard tables 7.67 
Sept to one Bench maid 2.0.0 


$180.18.0 
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Sup Cr by 2” weeks Board to 27 September $54 
by Cash receved at Sundra times (3.10% 
132.10 





$ 48.8 
Receved payment the Ballance in full 
of all amounts 
Henry H. Stuart 


Two other workmen or apprentices of the Sandersons 
were a Mr. Gavit and Mr. Chase to whom Micaiah 
Johnson, one of the large family of Johnson chairmakers, 
delivered chairs which he had made for the Sandersons 
in 1794. 

The Johnsons were a most interesting family of cabinet- 
makers and chairmakers who deserve more space than 
this article can give them. They dated back to Jonathan 
Johnson, who was born in 1688 and died in 1741. 
Edward was the first and only chairmaker in Lynn and 
in his will he described himself as a joiner. He was born 
in Lynn in 1722 and died in 1799. He had ten children. 
Most of his sons went to Salem where they worked as 
chairmakers and cabinetmakers, and were also employed 
in the erection of some of Salem’s finest residences. Among 
these sons were Jedediah, 1759-1821; Edmund, who died 
in 1811; Samuel B., who was married in Salem in 1818; 
William, a cabinetmaker in Salem in 1825; Micaiah, and 
Edward. 

The earliest record of the work of these Johnsons for 


the Sandersons is in 1795, and shows the work of 
Jedediah: 


Messrs E & J Sanderson to Jedediah Johnson from 


March 6 1793 to Jan 30 1795 Dr 
Sundra Charges for Chairs and note given up to 
Jan 30 1795 1 £18:18:5 


Salem January 30 1795 
Received payment in full of all demands to the above date 
Jedediah Johnson 
Jedediah must have been a superior chairmaker, for in 


1798 he was employed by Elias Hasket Derby to make 
the following chairs for him: 
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To 5 High top Chairs @ 18 / £4: 10:0 
To 3 Table Chairs @ 15 / woo 
To 4 Low Chairs for children OLL6 20 


Edward and Micaiah Johnson were also employed by 
the Sandersons from 1793 to 1795: 


Mister E & J Sanderson to Edward Johnson Dr 
to the amount of Painting and Glaising and chair 
work from July 11 1793 to February 3 1795 


amounting to 33:6:7 
to my Note of hand to ballance accounts LisihS st 
£35:4:8 


The bill of Micaiah Johnson is more explicit: 


1794 Elijah and Jacob Sanderson to Micaiah Johnson Dr 
feb 1 to bottoming 6 burch chairs @ 2/ £0:12:0 
| to two low chairs @ 4 crt 
1” to bottoming a gnait chair @ 3 oO 
22 to six dyning chairs white @ 5/6 1a0 
March 2” to bottoming 3 chairs @4 73:6 
to mending one chair iy, 
May 5 to bottoming 6 burch chairs @ 2/ 
29 to six dyning chairs @ 734 
to bottoming six burch chairs @ 2/ 
June 9 to bottoming six burch chairs @ 2/ 
to two round top chairs @ 9/ 
July 8 to twelve dyning chairs Qii'h/ 
to two round top chairs @ 10/ 
20 to bottoming four chairs @ 2/ 
Aug 23 to bottoming two chairs @ 2/ 
29 to six fanback chairs white delivered 


OO HSC O-OW OC, CO OH OO 
foe 
“wo 
oS 





to Chase 2:22:30 

Novem 6 to six fanback chairs @ 9 2:14:0 
9 to three dyning chairs delivered to 

Mr Gavit hee les) 
to three dyning chairs delivered to 

Mr Gavit Ticats 0 

decem 2 to six dyning chairs init f areas 0 

Jan 17% one low chair @ 4/ 0:4:0 

£22:17:6 


The Johnsons had many apprentices and, like the 
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Sandersons, they, too, had their labor troubles, for an 
apprentice had not far to go to find a vessel upon which 
he could obtain work when he tired of learning the chair- ~ 
making or cabinetmaking business. The two apprentices 
who ran away from Edmund Johnson in 1801 must have 
been very promising young men, for sixty dollars reward 
was a very large sum to be offered in those days. Their 
description is very amusing and they must have presented 
a very colorful picture from the description of their 
appearance which Edmund gave: 


60 Dollars Reward 

Ran away from the Subscriber on Monday night the 28th 
of September two indented apprentices to the cabinet making 
business named Stephen Holt and Robert Holman, each 
about 19 years of age and natives of Andover. Said Stephen 
is 5 ft 11 inches high, slim built, and remarkable in his walk 
from the suppleness of his joints; wore away a chocolate 
coloured coat with steel buttons, a plaid swansdown waist- 
coat, light blue pantaloons, light worsted stockings and a 
black hat. Said Robert is 5 ft 6 inches high of a fresh com- 
plexion and dark short hair; wore away a striped shirt, blue 
coat with yellow buttons, marseilles quilted waistcoat spotted 
with blue, blue pantaloons, white cotton stockings and black 
hat. whoever will take up either or both said runaways and 
return them to the subscriber or secure them in any way 
and give him notice thereof shall have a reward of 30 dollars 
for each and all necessary charges paid — All persons are 
forbid harboring or trusting said runaways and masters of 
vessels are particularly cautioned against carrying them to 
sea as they would avoid the penalty of the law. 

Edmund Johnson 


Edmund Johnson was a very enterprising cabinet- 
maker and apparently had sufficient capital to enable him 
to send out his own ventures rather than send them out 
at the risk of the Sanderson Company. The similarity of 
the furniture which all these Salem cabinetmakers made 
impresses one with the futility of attempting to estab- 
lish the author of any piece without knowing its pedigree. 
The following is an invoice of five cases of furniture 
which Edmund Johnson shipped on board the Ship John 
bound to Surinam in June, 1799: 





“e 


SHOWING THE INITIALS E. |.,’7 ON BACK OF 
CHAIR, THE MARK OF EDMUND JOHNSON, 





AN EXAMPLE OF THE WORK OF EDMUND JOHNSON. 


From the original owned by Harriet S. Tapley. 
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One Swell’d Mahogany Desk & Book Case @ $110. 





Two Swell’d Mahongany Bureaus @ $44 each 88. 
Three Mahogany Travelling Desks @ $15 45 
$243 


The Markes of the above Furniture are as follows 
heen NIG 2. &: 0. Salem 


Capt Ropes the above invoice being all of Mahogany and 
well finish’d work you will sell for the most you can get 
and place the neat proceeds of the Sum at the foot of the 
owner’s acc’t no freight to be deducted as per agreement 
Your humble Serv’t 
Edmund Johnson 
N.B. The Travelling Desks are in the Book Case. 


On the back of the invoice appear the captain’s orders: 


It is understood that the within mentioned property is 
ship’d on board Ship John Joseph Ropes Master on the 
following conditions. that upon its arrival in the West 
Indies it is to be sold for the most it will fetch & the Net 
Proceeds to be disposed of as Capt J Ropes may choose and 
bring it to Salem on said Ship John and in thirty days after 
the safe arrival of the property to the owner of the Ship 
John the said Edmund Johnson is to be paid the Net Am’t 
of Sale of Furniture in the West Indies after deducting com- 
mission & other Charges. it is understood that the furni- 
ture & proceeds are to be at the risk of the shipper out & 
home. 


Another Salem chairmaker who did a great amount of 
chairmaking for the Sandersons was Richard Austin, who 
was born about 1774, married Isabel Symonds in 1797, 
and died in 1826. The following bills represent his work 
for the Sandersons in 1805 and 1806: 


Deacon Jacob Sanderson Dr in Acct with Richard Austin 
1805 


April 12 to 6 flag Bottom Chairs $5. 

Capt to 6 Bamboo Chairs (not Stript) 15. 
Ward to 2 do with Arms and Rockers 8.50 

to 6 white do Stript Grean 16. 

June 1 to 6 Bamboo Chairs Gold Leaf 20. 
Mr toe 6 with Arms and Rockers 5.50 


Pinder to painting 2 Set Cornishes 4, 
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Aug 1 {to 12 fan back chairs 24. 
Nathan to 8 Bamboo do Gold Leaf ? 26.67 
Read Esq.ito 8 do stript Yellow 21.33 

~ |to 2 do with Arms and Rockers 9: 

to painting set of Cornishes 2: 
10 to painting Wash Stand 1.50 


30 to painting set cornishes for Mr Waters 2. 

31 to 2 Bamboo Chairs with Arms and Rockers 9. 
Sept 2 to painting set cornishes for Mrs Lander 2. 

25 to 8 Bamboo Chairs Gold Leaf for do 26.67 
Sept 26 to painting set Cornishes for Mrs Beckford 2. 


Oct 8 {to 6 Bamboo Chairs Gold Leaf 20. 
Mrs to 1 do with Rockers 3.83 
Rodgers |to Painting & Gilding set Cornishes 4.50 
Nov % {to 12 Bamboo Chairs 32. 
Mr to’ 2: do with Arms & Rockers 9, 
Page to 6 Flag Bottom Chairs 5. 
to 1 do with Rockers 1.25 
to painting set Cornishes 2. 
to varnishing Arm’d Chair 25 
Decem14 24 Bamboo Chairs 64. 
to 2 Seteas RA, 
to painting set Cornishes 2. 
1806 
Feb 6 to 12 Bamboo Chairs @ 16/ 32. 
TO CL eo with Arms and Rockers 4.50 
to painting 2 set Cornishes 4, 
April 10 {to 1 Bamboo Chair with Rockers Gold Leaf 3.83 
for 15 | to 6 Bamboo Chairs 16. 
Mrs 18 )to 6 Bamboo Chairs Gold Leaf 20. 
Hobs 26 {to 2 do with Arms and Rockers 1; 
$468.33 
my note to Ballance 36.83 
$505.16 


The following items were credited to Austin and be- 
cause of the casing of some of them, suggests that he, too, 
sent out some ventures: 


May 4. By Cash on Acct $22.25 
June 20 By 1 ladies Secretary & Caseing do 31.50 
July 6 By Cash 14.75 


Aug 15 By 1 Straightfront Mehogny Burow 18. 
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Sept 27 By 1 ladies secretary 30. 
ema l By Cash 15. 
Nov 18 By Cash 86.75 
Dec 14 ~By 2 Ladies Secretaries & Caseing do 62. 
20 By 1 painted cradle 5. 
21 By 1 Mehogany Bedstead 16. 
1806 
Jan 7 By 1 set Bed Cornishes 4, 
28 By 1 set Curtain Rods a 
By 2 Mehogany Card Tables 28. 
Feb 4 By 1 Sweld front Mehogany Desk 30. 
March 22 By Cash on Acct 40, 
31 By 1 Straight front Mehogany Desk 30. 
April 25 By 1 pine Wash Stand 4.50 
30 By Cash 20. 
. $475.75 
May 2% By Cash 29.41 
$505.16 


Like a wheel within a wheel this codperative cabinet- 
making proceeded in Salem, and as in the case of the 
Burpee Chair Manufactory, which provided chairs for 
the Sandersons, some of their chairs are recorded as hay- 
ing been made by John Doggett in Roxbury. Nor were 
the Johnson chairs always made in their shops, as the 
following bill shows: 


1808 Deacon Jacob Sanderson to Isaac Stone Dr 


May 11 to 6 Bamboo Chairs delivered to Sam’! Johnson $16. 
Oct. 10 to 2 Arm Rocking Chairs del. do fy 





Salem August 2 1809 
Received Payment 
Isaac Stone 


Another chairmaker who provided chairs for the 
Sandersons was James C. Tuttle, who advertised in the 
Salem Gazette on August 19, 1796: 


James C. Tuttle 
Cabinet and Chair Maker 
Informs his customers and the public that whereas they 
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have called on him heretofore for Chairs made in the Phila- 
delphia style which he was not able to supply them with he 
flatters himself that he is now able to answer their demands 
with all kinds of Philadelphia or Windsor Chairs and Settees 
made in the newest style and fancy; warranted work and 
well painted with different colors as the buyer chooses. 

Also cabinet work of all sorts and common chairs as usual. 

Those who wish for such kind of work he would humbly 
thank to call on him at his shop at the head of Federal Street 
on the corner adjoining Boston Street where they may be 
supplied at the shortest notice. 

Wanted a Journeyman (a good workman) at the above 
Philadelphia and Windsor chair work. None else need apply. 


Five years later he again advertised: 


James C. Tuttle 
Cabinet and Chair Maker 

Informs his customers & the public in general that he has 
Windsor Chairs (so called) ready made in the different 
fashions, warranted work and painted different colours for 
Sale on reasonable terms for cash or country produce at his 
Cabinet and Chair Store in Boston St between Hssex and 
Federal Street— 
Also 

Settees and Cabinet work 

at any suitable notice & every demand in the above men- 

tioned branches of business will meet the strictest attention. 


Another workman for the Sandersons was William S. 
Parker, who worked for them in 1809. The following 
bill shows the particular pieces which he made: } 





Deacon Jacob Sanderson to William S. Parker Dr 
1809 
Feb 
To making a cornis $1.50 
To making light stand 1.50 
To making cornis 1.50 
To making table a 
$5.50 


Jacob Sanderson himself was a skilled turner, and in 
addition to Daniel Clarke’s work for him in that line, 
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Nathaniel Safford, turner and carver, and Jonathan 
Gavet were also employed by the Deacon. 

One infers from the following bill of Safford’s that 
the furniture sent out late in 1800 by the Sandersons 
included many bedsteads: 


1800 Mr Jacob Sanderson to Nathaniel Safford Dr 
Oct 7% To turning two set of highbedstead pillars $3. 
To one set of field do 2.50 
20 To two field pillars 1.25 
23 To one set of field pillars 2.50 
30 To one set of high pillars 1.50 
To one fire screen pillar 25 


Salem December 25 1800 
Nathaniel Safford 


Jonathan Gavet, a turner, (1731-1806), was also work- 
ing at this time for the Company: 


1801 Capt Jacob Sanderson to Jon Gavet Dr 
Novem 13 to turning 2 washstand moldings £0:2:0 
14 to turning 6 urns 0:6:0 

March 19 to turning 2 washstand moldings 0:2:0 
April 9 to turning 2 washstand mldgs 02230 
May 13 to turning 2 washstand moldings OO 
June 16 to turning 2 washstand mldgs O7:27.0 
July 15 to turning bedpillars O29 = 0 
29 to turning stand pillars Oo 6 

29 to turning stand pillars Oi 

August 10 to turning standpillars 51,6 

Sept 17 to turning 5 bedposts Diol Se 
22 to turning bedpillars Oi die, 0 

Oct 2 to turning Clock case mldg O20 
”% to turning washstand moldg eles U 

28 to turning 2 washstand moldg 0:2:0 

Novem 4 to turning 2 standpillars O80 
to turning 2 washstand pillars 0:2:0 

Btn 

deduct — the two upper charges are rong they 

being carryed in the former account Or Si) 

£2:19:38 
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The wholesale manner in which this furniture-making 
was carried on as early as 1801 is surprising. But even 
more surprising is one item in the inventory of Jacob 
Sanderson’s estate at the time of his death in 1810,— 
namely “twenty dozen beauro fronts”! 

In such an extensive undertaking, the amount of hard- 
ware purchased was naturally very large, and the 
Sandersons patronized Abijah Northey (1741-1816), 
Robert Peele, George Dean, and Benjamin Frost. The 
following is one of the earliest bills of hardware: 


Messrs E & J Sanderson Salem 10th Dec 1795 
Bot of Benj Frost 
6 doz Rose Handles @ 10/ £3:0:0 
2 pr Brass Candlesticks 0:16:8 
544 doz Rose Handles @ 12/ 38:3:0 
3 doz Commode @ 15/ 22.6.5 6 
12 doz Escutions hey 1:4:0 
2 10/12 doz Desk Hinges @ 12/ 1; 1420 
6 M each 2 by 3 brads @ 2/8 & 3/4 14:2:5 
deduct 1 doz Escutions 2 


£14: 02 


Archelaus Fuller and Robert Cowan worked for the 
Sandersons, painting and varnishing various articles of 
furniture. Fuller for a time had his shop in the loft 
over Nehemiah Adams’ shop and Bentley refers to him 
in his diary in October, 1809. 

Robert Cowan was an Englishman of much ability 
who had a paint and varnish shop on the corner of 
Beckford and Essex Streets in the upper portion of the 
building. He did some very fine work in lettering, and 
it was he who painted a “carpet for entry way measuring 
20 yards” for Elias Hasket Derby. This must have been 
far from ordinary painting, for the bill amounted to 
£3:8:4. He was a person of much ingenuity and was the 
first to bring into use gum copal as a varnish. Two of 


his bills follow: 





DESK MADE BY ELIJAH SANDERSON OF SALEM. 


Now in the Atkinson-Lancaster Collection in possession of the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, Boston. 





ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON 1 


Salem 1802 
Jacob Sanderson to Archelaus Fuller Dr 
Novem 2 Varnishing sideboard $12.00 
Received Payment 
Archelaus Fuller 


Mr Jacob Sanderson to Robert Cowan Dr 
1803 April 6 
to Coffin Plate Lettered & Clasp 


for Mrs Dana $3.3314 
June 7 
to Varnishing Portable desk 1.75 
$5.0814 


the above for Mr Derby 
Received Payment 
Robert Cowan 


This furniture exporting business of the Sandersons 
not only gave employment to cabinetmakers, chairmakers, 
carvers, gilders, and painters, but upholsterers were 
attracted to settle near this group of craftsmen. Among 
these was William Lemon, who came to Salem on one of 
the Derby vessels in 1795, and a year later wrote to one 
of the Sandersons: 


Mr Sanderson 


Will you please let me know if there is 6 or 12 chairs to be 
done in hair seating and whether stript or plain. 


Jonathan Bright, Benjamin Nourse, and John Bott 
were other upholsterers who were kept busy by the 
Sandersons, stuffing chairs, sofas, and lolling chairs which 
seem to have had a tremendous vogue in those days. 

The following bill of Jonathan Bright is typical of the 
work done by these upholsterers: 


Dr Capt Jacob Sanderson in Acc’t with Jonathan Bright 
1801 


June 12 To Stufing 2 Lolling Chairs $11. 
To ditto Caning Chairs 8. 
Hanging 7 Roles paper 3.50 
207%, Bordering 1.75 


Sep 9 Stufing Easy Chair 8.50 


34 ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON 


Jan 4 1802 
Cap Ditto 6 Chairs 20. 
Rust Ditto 2 Lolling Chairs 7 9. 
to Covering do and Seating 10.60 
May 3 
Shiping Stufing 4 Sofas 68. 
Seating 12 Chairs 36. 
Stufing 2 Lolling Chairs 8. 
Marblehead Do 1 do do 4. 
Cap Ditto 6 Chairs 20. 
Ditto 5 Lolling Chairs 4.50 
Crowninshield Ditto Easy Chair 8.50 
Cushing for Do 3.24 


Against this account Bright was credited with the fol- 
lowing items,—a most interesting account emphasizing 
the upholsterer’s method of turning about and exchang- 
ing his work for some chair frames which he upholstered 
and doubtless sold: 


By Light Stand $5:0:0 
2 Lolling Chair frames 10:0:0 
Easy Chair frame 6:0:0 
814 yd Hairseating 9:39 
July 29 Cash L670 
Aug 3. Cash by Sofa Shae 
2 foot stools A020 
Easy Chair frame 6:0:0 
Brass Nails 8.50.2. 
By Cash Mr Barton 24.50 
By Easy Chair 6 
$129.89 


Jonathan Bright, who came from Boston to Salem, was 
a brother of George Bright, the Boston cabinetmaker. In 
1800 he advertised in the Salem Gazette: 


The Subscriber begs leave to inform the public that he 
has taken the shop on Federal Street opposite Mr Edmund 
Johnson’s Cabinet Shop for the purpose of carrying on the 

Upholsterer’s Business 
in its various branches — flattering himself he shall be able 
to give general satisfaction to all who may please to favor 
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him with their custom; and hopes by a close application to 
his business to merit the patronage of the public. 


A much earlier bill of work by Benjamin Nourse for 
the Sandersons is very similar and shows that in 1794 the 
Sandersons were making sofas as well as lolling chairs: 


E & J Sanderson to Benj Nourse Dr 
1794 August to stuffing 2 Lolling Chairs Sie 102 0 
Sept 1 to stuffing one soffe 2:14:0 

In 1799 John Bott rendered the following: 
Mr E J Sanderson to John Bott Dr 
To trimming & stuffing two Sofes at $14 $28. 
Oct 9 To Stuffing & Bottoming twelve Mahogany 
Chairs with hair cloth Bottoms 28 


Jonathan Ireland, jun., the blacksmith, found his 
services much in demand by this furniture exporting 
Company, and he was constantly called upon to “mend 
plain irons, fix saws, cut plain iron, alter hinges, and 
supply them with hooks, rivets, hinges, clasps, staples 
ete.” His advertisement in the Salem Gazette on Feb- 
ruary 11, 1800, clearly shows the variety of his work: 


Wanted — an active Lad about 14 years old as an Apprentice 
to the Black and Whitesmith Business. Apply to 


Jonathan Ireland, jun. 


who respectfully informs the public that he continues to 
carry on the 
Black and Whitesmith Business 


at his shop in Mill Street; where among the various work he 
executes are the useful and ornamental work of build- 
ings; Fanlights for Iron Sashes; Palsading; Electric Con- 
ductors; Ornamental Scroll Work for lamp branches; Foot 
Scrapers ete. 

All kinds of Carriage Ironed 


Surgeons Instruments, Steel Trusses, Kitchen Furniture, 
Tinmans Silver and Coppersmiths, Pump and Ropemakers 
and Edge Tools made. Bells hung, Stamps and Brands 
neatly cut. Locks and Jacks repaired etc etc. Constant 
attention given and every favor acknowledged. 


In addition to these records of the extensive exporta- 
tion of the E. & J. Sanderson Company, numerous bills 
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are preserved of their furniture making for private 
families: 


Mr Aaron Wait to E & J Sanderson Dr 
1796 
May 20 to mahogany Buro $25 
to do 6 chairs hair bottoms 48 
to 1 sideboard with draws 50. 
1 Pembroke table 9. 
1 4ft table ee) 
1 Buro with doors 28 
6 chairs stuft in canvas 36. 
1 ovel stand d 
2 bedsteads 24. 
2 bed bottoms per do 8. 
1 Hasy Chair stuft 12. 
4 ft mahogany for your house mr 
2 card tables with inlaid work 24. 
282.12 
to Pembroke table 1.67 
$283.79 
Mr Aaron Wait to Jacob Sanderson Dr 
1807 
March 5 to Bed Cornish $4. 


to Painting & Gilding said Cornish 4.25 
June to pd for 3 Carved Sheeves Wheet 

& Gilding the same after the 2 

above charges on do 3.50 





$11.75 
Received payment 
Jacob Sanderson 


Samuel Page to Jacob Sanderson Dr 
1804 
June 5 to 1 Canted Cornard buro $25. 

to 1 dining table 4 by 44 ft LG: 
to 2 Sash Cornard Card tables at $14 28. 
to 1 ovel stand 5.50 
to 1 High post bedstead 16. 
to 1 bed bottom for do 4.50 
to 1 cord bedstead 3.00 
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to 1 painted card table 5.50 
to 1 Toylet do 2. 
to 1 Bedcornish & Painting the same 6. 
to 12 Squair top chairs 5. 
to 1 do do with armes & rockers 4.50 
to 6 flag bottom chairs 5. 
to 1 do do with rockers 1.25 
to 1 sett Cirting rods with hooks and eyes 1. 
$155.75 
Doctor Read to E & J Sanderson Dr 
1794 
Oct 25 to Pine sideboard with 2 drawers $4. 
1798 
Oct 6 to Trundle Bedstead 3. 
May 2 to Seader Cradle — New fashion i 
Elias H. Derby Esq to E & J Sanderson Dr 
To mending 6 mahogany chairs £0 ban. 0 
Salem June 14, 1793 
Capt John Derby to Jacob Sanderson Dr 
1802 
June 1 To mahogany Commode with secretary draw $60. 
July 10 to large Pembroke table 12 
to do simpler Washhand stand 8 
to Mr Fuller’s bill for varnishing Commode 12 
to do do for do Table 5 
to do do for do Stand 3.3314 
$100. 


In June, 1791, Elias Hasket Derby purchased furni- 
ture to the value of £177:8:0 from E. & J. Sanderson,— 
tables, bureaux, and bedsteads, some of which went out 
on the Ship Henry and were sold at auction at Calcutta. 
Again in March, 1792, Mr. Derby purchased from the 
Sandersons sideboards, desks, card tables, bureaux, and 
bedsteads to the value of £230:16:0, which were sent out 
on the Grand Turk and sold at auction at Calcutta. 

Some amusing transactions appear in these records 
showing furniture to have been used almost as a form of 
money. A note for $60 given by Thomas Williams, who 
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supplied chairs for the Sandersons, was to be payable in 
mahogany chairs. ‘The following bill was also paid by 
furniture: 


E & J Sanderson to Israel Endicott Dr 

to 2144 sole leather @ 14 rea RS ange A 

Bill furniture Thee 
£13: 15:50 


Received Payment in furniture 
Israel Endicott 
Salem december 22 1795 


Jacob Sanderson seems to have been the ruling spirit 
in the firm of the E. & J. Sanderson Company, although 
he was younger than Elijah. After his death, in 1810, 
when new members were admitted to the firm, troubles 
multiplied fast, and after a series of lawsuits which 
dragged out over a period of years, the new company came 
to a most undignified end. 

The items in Jacob’s inventory and in the sale of his 
effects after his death, show the extent to which this com- 
pany had expanded in 1810. The first item, three “Cab- 
inet Maker’s Guide,” emphasizes the fact that the San- 
derson furniture was not the product of any provincial 
cabinetmaker’s originality, but followed closely excellent 
designs: 


Cabinet Maker’s Guide Bitt stock bitts 

(4 of 3 do in Company) 6 workbenches 
Unfinished furniture grindstone 

® secretaries and bookcase tools 

2 ladies do patterns 

1 lightstand Junk of ebony 

1 washstand 1182 ft of mahogany 
easy chair frame 5500 ft boards 

3 bedposts 20 dozen beauro fronts 
unfinished work 400 ft birch stuff 
crease plains box brass trimmings 
4 fenearing saws hinges ete 


pair crampirons 


The following is the list of Jacob Sanderson’s effects 
offered for sale June 13, 1810: 
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1 grindstone 


2 lots of planes, augurs ete. 


1 cramp 

3 lots of screws 

1 grindstone 

4 fenearing saws 

] turning saw 

lot patterns and lumber 
lot beauro fronts 

2 benches 

1 handsaw 

i chest and patterns 

2 lots mahogany blocks ete 


39 lots consisting of 89 plains 


1 bevel lot of brasses ete 


1 secretary 

1 lightstand 

5 unfinished secretaries 
1 secretary & bookcase 

2 easy chair frames 
4309 ft of refuse boards 
611 do 

262 do 

2 birch bedposts 

2 mahogany do 

lot posts & lot legs 

lot secretary unmade 
creese planes 

fenearing saws and planes 
bitt stocks & benches 


over 1000 ft of mahogany tools 
1 piece of black ebony patterns, ete 
lot mahogany fronts 


After Jacob’s death, Caleb Burbank, a painter, Benja- 
min Swan (1786-1842), a cabinetmaker, Joel Tay and 
Capt. John Waters, owner of the Schooner Molly, formed 
a partnership company with Elijah for the exportation 
of furniture. Had it not been for the lawsuits brought 
against each other by these men, Elijah suing Waters, 
Tay suing Burbank, an so on, these Sanderson papers 
and bills doubtless would never have been preserved. 

Bentley’s comments on these men and others who were 
attempting similar adventures in furniture exporting are 
amusing. 

In 1794 he comments on the hospitality of Jacob: 


Upon my return I had a delightful beverage with that 
valuable citizen Deacon Sanderson. 


In August, 1811, after Jacob’s death, when the troubles 
of the company had begun, he wrote: 

A strange deficiency of honesty among the officers of the 
Churches which have professed great zeal for conversions. 
Deacon Sanderson and Lamson are added to the list of 
fraudulent bankrupts and B.A. (Burpee Ames) is abroad 
upon the public courtesy. 


One month later he was even more specific in naming 
those who had fallen from grace: 
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The Failures of the Speculators have strongly fallen upon 
the Enthusiastic leaders of little Sects. Deacons Batchelder, 
Saunderson, Meservy, Safford, Adams, Palfrey, Lamson, be- 
sides some men of high profession, Tilden, Burbank, and 
such like. None of these men have been natives of Salem 
but thrusting themselves from mechanic employments into 
mercantile affairs and venturing largely upon credit, break- 
ing embargo laws, and making promises they have plunged - 
themselves into the greatest evils. 


By another month the worthy Dr. Bentley had con- 
cluded that the fall from grace of these men was due to 
the fact that they had not been born in Salem and been 
members of conservative churches. He wrote: 


The business of failures continues and it falls chiefly upon 
persons not born in Salem who came into it to get wealth 
by other means than the slow gains of its inhabitants and it 
has fallen with increased severity upon men whose sanctity 
has gained them some irreligious as well as secular specula- 
tions. The Branch has lost two Deacons, the Tabernacle 
three, the Baptist a Deacon, and the new South Deacon broke 
and hanged himself. We have been very safe in the old 
established churches. 


The new members of the company lost no time in 
obtaining furniture for a cargo and the records disclose 
the following bill of furniture which Caleb Burbank pur- 
chased from Nehemiah Adams, which went out in Decem- 
ber, 1810, as part of the cargo of the Schooner Molly, 
owned by Captain Waters. Elijah also contributed a 
large share. | 


Mr Caleb Burbank to Nehemiah Adams Dr 

1810 

July 3 Toa Streight Desk $30 
To a Swelld Desk 40 
To a secretary & bookcase 38 
To a Streight Buro 23 
To a secretary 26 
Second hand sideboard 41 
3 Wash hand stands varnished 34.50 
2 Side boards $60 each & caseing 123. 
2 Work tables 28, 


2 Dyning Tables cased 36 


ELIJAH AND JACOB SANDERSON 41 


1 Sweld Buro 25 
1 Buro Reeded legs varnished 28 
2 Card tables varnished & cased 42 
9 ecard tables @ 16 144 
# 1 secretary bok case del’d to Mr Stokes 
not cased — left at home 50 
1 secretary & bookcase Secretary draws ete 52. 
2 Dressing tables 35 
#t 2 Soffies carved 64. 
2 knight tables & pans 26 
$869.90 
by his due bill 39.67 
909.23 
by his acct for varnish 200 
$ 709.23 


Rec’d payment by his note 
Neh. Adams 


By the next April the cargo of furniture was still un- 
sold in Rio Janeiro, and the following testimony of one 
of the witnesses in the lawsuit which Elijah Sanderson 
brought against Caleb Burbank is a most amusing account 
of the troubles that can accumulate under adverse business 
and climatic conditions way down in Rio: 


Burbank had considerable property to dispose of and had 
sold some bedsteads at a good price but the Captain would 
not allow him to take it out. Burbank made great exertions 
to sell but Tay would not consent. After some time when 
Burbank, Tay, and Swan got so low they were obliged to 
sell Tay who was sick consented that Burbank and Swan 
sell it the best they could. 

They found some one who agreed to take it at 50% dis- 
count from the invoice, while they were getting out the prop- 
erty from the House they sold what they could of it and 
the money received by Burbank was appropriated to payment 
of consignees bills. I delivered to the Butchers nine writing 
desks to pay their Bills & I delivered to the man who owned 
the House one Bureau at the request of Tay and Burbank 
and the man went away apparently satisfied. After the 
Bills were all paid off and they had sold all the property 
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which they could the man who had agreed to take the prop- 
erty came and took away the greater part of the furniture 
which remained. For the property sold at 50% discount 
Burbank and Swan rec’d coffee in pay and put it on board 
the Ann and Hope and it was brought to Providence. 


In spite of all these troubles, Elijah Sanderson con- 
tinued to make furniture for exportation, sending it out 
in much smaller quantities and on various ships. One 
item on an invoice of his furniture sent out in December, 
1810, was “48 Bedstead posts,’ and another invoice, 
dated 1819, listed Grecian card tables, and Cylinder 
Desks to the value of $294. 

The value of these Sanderson records cannot be over- 
estimated. ‘They furnish the first documentary proof of 
Samuel McelIntire’s carving for cabinetmakers. They 
reveal the codperative nature of Salem cabinetmaking,— 
a disclosure which clears up satisfactorily many mystify- 
ing similarities in the work of numerous Salem cabinet- 
makers. They supply many new names of Salem cabinet- 
makers, chairmakers, carvers, and other craftsmen. And 
last, but by no means least, they testify to the wealth of 
historical material waiting to be deciphered from valuable 
records owned by the Essex Institute. 
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